Joseph Conrad (1857-1924)
· Joseph Conrad (Józef Teodor Konrad Korzeniowski) – born in Berdychev in the Ukraine

· his parents were exiled to Russia for their patriotic activities, his mother died there when he was seven

· his father was allowed to leave Russia and took his son to Kraków, where he died in 1869

· the boy was brought up by his uncle, Tadeusz Bobrowski

· Conrad loved the sea and tales of romantic adventures, he decided to leave Kraków for Marseilles

· he embarked on his career as a sailor in France, served on different ships, experienced a love affair and attempted suicide

· in 1878 he signed on an English ship that brought him to England, where he began to acquire English as a second foreign language after French

· in 1886 he became a naturalized British subject and gained his master’s certificate

· he sailed as a commanding officer on British merchant ships to South America, Australia, Africa and the Orient

· in 1890 he made a journey up the Congo River (described in detail in Heart of Darkness)

· in 1894, after twenty years of service at sea, he settled in London, married Jessie George, and began his career as a novelist
· Joseph Conrad is considered to be one of the greatest masters of English prose (he was twenty-one when he began to acquire the English language, had no schooling and spoke English with a heavy foreign accent all his life)
· he died in 1924 and is buried in Canterbury
