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INSTRUCTIONS FOR REVIEWERS 

Dear Reviewer, 

According to Italian regulations, in order to be awarded the title of PhD, the PhD thesis must be evaluated by at least 

two reviewers who are external to the University, for the purpose of admission to the public defense.  

We thank you for your availability and collaboration, and kindly ask you to follow the instructions outlined below. The 

procedure is fully digital, and the evaluation must be submitted by completing the form provided for this purpose. 

We kindly ask you to submit your evaluation within 30 days of receiving the invitation email.  

IMPORTANT: the evaluation must be submitted exclusively through the PICA platform. It is not possible to draft the 

evaluation externally and send it via e-mail. 

For any further information, please contact us at: dottoratiemaster@unica.it 

To respond to the invitation to be appointed as a thesis reviewer, you need to click on the link provided in the email. 

Once the link is opened, you must log in using your credentials, if you already have them. 

If you have never registered on the PICA website, you will need to create a new account by setting up your profile and 

carefully following the instructions to generate a username and password. 
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Click on “use restricted form” so that you only need to enter the required fields: first name and last name. 
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After creating the profile, a confirmation message containing the activation link will be sent to the email address 

provided during registration. By clicking “Confirm registration”, the profile will be activated. 

At that point, you will need to return to the PICA login page (https://pica.cineca.it/login). Once you log in — or 

automatically, if the system already recognizes your session — you will be able to accept the assignment. 

Once the invitation has been accepted, a page will open containing the thesis, the doctoral student's report, and the 

instructions for completing the evaluation. 

It will be possible to access the login page again at any time by using the following link: https://pica.cineca.it/login , 

selecting “PICA/REPRISE” and entering the username and password created previously. 

 

 

https://pica.cineca.it/login
https://pica.cineca.it/login
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After logging in, you will need to click on "My PICA". 

 

 

Then click on "Review"; in the next screen, select "PhD Final Examination 2025 – Review" 

 

The page that will open will contain the thesis of the PhD student and their report. On this page, the evaluation must 

be provided by clicking on the "edit" button: 
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The following mandatory data must be filled in (evaluator data, Scientific quality, Clearness and synthesis of the thesis, 

Overall evaluation of the thesis). 

Once you reach the "Evaluation" section, 3 possible options will appear: 

1)  “POSITIVE EVALUATION” The thesis is fully acceptable, both substantively and formally, and the doctoral 

student can be admitted to the defence without requesting any modification on the thesis.. (CHOOSE THIS 

OPTION ONLY IF THE PHD STUDENT DOES NOT NEED TO MAKE ANY CORRECTIONS TO THE THESIS). By 

selecting “positive evaluation” the thesis uploaded by the PhD student will automatically become “final”, 

without the possibility of further changes: 

 

2) “MINOR REVISION” The thesis requires minor corrections/integrations (Including any spelling errors, typos, issues 

with the text structure, etc.) that do not lead to the postponement of its admission to defence. You are requested to 

explain your comments in full so that the doctoral student can modify the thesis according to your indications, without 

the need for a new revision:  
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3) “MAJOR REVISION” The thesis requires substantial modifications/integrations and it is not acceptable in the version 

submitted for evaluation. You may propose the postponement of admission to the defence for a maximum of 6 months, 

explaining the indications in full in the comments. The doctoral student will modify the thesis in accordance with your 

requests and the thesis will be subject to a new evaluation. Both referees will be asked to express a new written 

evaluation. At the end of the 6-month period, the doctoral student will be admitted to the defence with the new 

assessment of the referees: 

 

Once the desired option is selected, click on "Save and back to dashboard":  
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After completing the evaluation, you can click on "Verify" to review all the entered data: 

 

If everything is correct, return to the dashboard and click “Submit” to submit the evaluation: 

 

By clicking “Submit” you will finish the evaluation process. 

Settore dottorati e master 

Università degli Studi di Cagliari 


