
Introduction to the Comparative Corporate Law course 
general overview

The LESSONS

The EXAMS 

The AIM OF THE LESSONS 

The TEXT BOOK in use 

The ANALISYS OF SEVEN JURISDICTIONS 



Course Orientation: Corporate Law Through a 
Functional Lens

This course adopts an analytical posture that mirrors the structure of the
text: international in scope, functional in method, and neutral in tone.

Our goal is to build a shared framework for understanding corporate law
across jurisdictions.

We focus on core problems and the strategies legal systems use to address
them.



International Perspective

Corporate law is a global language spoken through different doctrinal 
accents.

Similar economic problems recur across countries, even when rules 
diverge.

Comparing jurisdictions helps reveal which features are structural and 
which are contextual.



Functional Method

Rather than memorizing rules, we study the functions those rules serve.

We identify the recurring problems corporations face—decision-making 
authority, conflicts of interest, accountability—and the legal tools used to 
manage them.

This approach brings coherence to the diversity of corporate law systems.



Neutral Analytical Framework

The course does not advocate a political or ideological position.

Instead, it offers a disciplined, shared vocabulary for discussing corporate 
institutions.

Neutrality allows us to understand debates before taking any position on 
them.



Agency Problems at the Core

Corporate law responds to recurring relationships of delegation and control.

Managers, shareholders, creditors, and society at large often have divergent 
interests.

Understanding these tensions helps explain why legal systems adopt 
particular governance strategies.



Beyond Shareholders

Corporations influence constituencies who lack direct contractual leverage.

Externalities—environmental, social, financial—are part of the functional 
landscape.

We analyze how legal systems attempt to mitigate or channel these broader 
impacts.



Coherence and Brevity

The course is structured to highlight the architecture of corporate law.

Clarity and precision help us see the system as a whole, not as disconnected 
doctrines.

We aim for analytical efficiency without sacrificing depth.



What to Expect

We will prioritize conceptual clarity over technical detail.

Comparisons across legal systems illuminate universal corporate challenges.

The course equips you to understand corporate law as a coherent institutional 
system.



What is corporate law?
The Common Structure of Corporate Law

Corporate law across jurisdictions shares recurring structural 
features.

Despite doctrinal diversity, similar economic problems require legal 
solutions.

The goal is to understand these universal problems and the 
strategies used to manage them.



Corporations as Institutional Responses

The corporate form provides a set of legal tools enabling large-scale 
economic cooperation.

These tools address coordination and control challenges among 
participants.

Different legal systems may vary, but the underlying institutional 
purposes align.



Why a Common Structure?

Corporations face similar agency problems regardless of geography.

Stakeholders—managers, shareholders, creditors, and society—interact 
in predictable ways.

Legal strategies evolve to mitigate conflicts arising from these 
interactions.



Core Elements Observed Across Jurisdictions

Allocation of authority within the firm: who decides, and how?

Limits and incentives for managers to act in the firm's interest.

Mechanisms to protect investors and maintain market trust.

Rules that channel corporate behavior toward acceptable social 
outcomes.



Markets, States, and Corporate Governance

Corporate law exists within broader economic and political environments.

Markets discipline corporate actors—but only to a degree.

Legal frameworks fill the gaps by defining duties, rights, and enforcement 
tools.



The Analytical Lens of the Course

We study corporate law functionally: not as isolated rules, but as 
solutions.

Comparative analysis helps identify which mechanisms matter most.

Understanding the common structure clarifies why legal systems look 
the way they do.


