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Local Saints and Holidays

▶ The goal today is to build a dataset that includes the local (religious) holiday for

each municipality in Sardinia.

▶ Steps:

1. Identify a data source that includes this information (Wikipedia).

▶ For instance, see the giorno festivo for Berchiddeddu:

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berchiddeddu

2. Write a script that extracts information from a single webpage.

3. Find a list of all Sardinian municipalities (with the link to their Wiki webpage) and

store the links in a dataframe.

4. Write a script that goes through each link in the dataframe and collects the

information on the local holiday.

https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berchiddeddu


Why?

▶ These data can be used (and have actually been used) to address many different

economic questions.

▶ The impact of religious celebrations on economic development.

▶ Montero, Eduardo, and Dean Yang. ”Religious festivals and economic development:

Evidence from the timing of Mexican saint day festivals.” American Economic Review

112.10 (2022): 3176–3214.

▶ Related papers also study the impact of Ramadan on economic growth and happiness.



Culture and identity in Economics

▶ More broadly, a growing literature emphasizes the role of culture, identity, and

geography in shaping long-run economic and political outcomes:

▶ Squicciarini (2020) shows that in nineteenth-century France, regions with stronger

religiosity invested less in secular education and industrialization, slowing economic

progress

▶ Bazzi and Gudgeon (2021) document how colonial borders that divided ethnic

groups across countries deepened political fragmentation and conflict in Africa, with

persistent developmental consequences.

▶ McGuirk and Nunn (2023) show that climate change and rainfall variability

increased conflict in regions dependent on transhumant pastoralism in



Religious holidays in Mexico



When religious holidays coincide with the harvesting season



Holidays and economic development


