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XL cycle 

 

Ilham Mounssif   
Research project: 
Regionalism, Mul}polarity, and the Global South. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof.sa Barbara Onnis (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The research project, seeks to examine the impact of the growing role of regions and 
emerging powers on the world order. The primary objec}ve is to understand how the shi昀琀 
to a mul}polar system is in昀氀uencing countries in the Global South to establish new dynamics 
of regional coopera}on. The research employs a mul}disciplinary approach to examine 
economic, poli}cal, and social elements, with a par}cular focus on regional integra}on 
processes and their impact on the global balance of power. 
 

Roberta D’Aprile  
Research project: 
Forms and tradi}ons of contemporary real-life cinema: a case study in Sardinia. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. A. Floris (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The research project aims to inves}gate the prac}ce of real-life cinema in the sardinian 昀椀lm 
produc}on panorama from the end of the 20th century to today. This research aims to 
explore how reality and 昀椀c}on are intertwined in local 昀椀lm produc}on and o昀昀ers a cri}cal 
and innova}ve reading of this phenomenon by adop}ng both a quan}ta}ve and a qualita}ve 
analysis approach, through a census opera}on of the works associated with this style and 
also an analysis of these 昀椀lms. The study therefore intends to outline an organic picture of 
what is de昀椀ned as the <new sardinian cinema= and its cultural, historical and iden}ty 
implica}ons. 
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Giada Donzel 
Research project: 
Minori}es and Cultural Tourism between China and Vietnam: A Compara}ve Historical 
Analysis. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Andrea Corsale, co-tutor Prof.sa Francesca Congiu (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The research focuses on the evolu}on of policies regarding tourism development in the 
ethnic minority areas of PRC. The di昀昀erent approaches adopted through the years are 
analyzed and compared with those used in other countries. The research gives a general 
picture of the situa}on across the whole China and provides a series of speci昀椀c examples 
about some areas of par}cular interest. 
 

Giommaria Carboni 
Research project: 
The Genoese colonies of Cagliari and Naples. Two merchant communi}es compared through 
the perspec}ve of the consul of the na}on (17th-18th centuries). 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Giampaolo Salice (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
Na}onal colonies in the Early Modern Age are o昀琀en seen as internally homogeneous forms 
of associa}on. Observed at a closer scale, na}onal associa}ons instead show the 
characteris}cs of complex and mul}-layered en}}es, whose internal ar}cula}on re昀氀ects, in 
a completely autonomous manner with respect to the instruc}ons received from the land of 
origin, the variable degree of integra}on of the colony and its members with local society 
and ins}tu}ons. While for the Genoese colonies these aspects have been extensively 
inves}gated up to the central years of the 1600s, there is a lack of studies that shed light on 
these dynamics at the turn of the 17th century and for the 18th century. The present research 
therefore aims to compara}vely analyze the evolu}on of the Genoese colonies in the 
Mediterranean space between the seventeenth and the eighteenth century within the 
Genoese commercial diasporic network, using the direc}ves of the o昀케ce of the consular 
magistracy of the Republic of Genoa as its main source. 

 

Caterina Ghisu 

Research project: 
Female presences in contemporary art in Sardinia from the post World War II period to the 
present day. 
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Supervisor: 
Prof.sa Rita Pamela Ladogana (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The aim of the project is to recognise the presence of women in contemporary art in Sardinia 
from the period a昀琀er World War II to the present day, and to place them within the trends, 
groups and ar}s}c movements on the island, na}onally and interna}onally. The research will 
focus speci昀椀cally on the ar}sts who marked the historical moment in which the richness of 
Sardinian cra昀琀smanship profoundly inspired contemporary art and design. Part of the work 
will focus on the fundamental role of female art workers, gallery owners, art historians, 
museum directors and curators, in order to highlight their fundamental role in the 
contemporary Sardinian art system. The research aims to encourage gender studies and 
re昀椀ne methodological approaches, so as to be able to also map the places of the presence 
of female 昀椀gures in art, integra}ng the valorisa}on of legacies – in the case of disappeared 
female ar}sts or gallery owners – of the archives and ar}sts9 studios that are in danger of 
disappearing. 

 

Luca Siri 
Research project: 
Enhancement through digital means of technologically mediated composi}on and 
performance. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Paolo Dal Molin (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The subject of the research consists of the mul}-typological documents preserved both at 
the <Centro di Sonologia Computazionale= and <Is}tuto Centrale per i Beni Sonori e 
Audiovisivi=. The research aims to: provide a historical-ins}tu}onal and archival-technical 
framework of the two preserving en}}es; iden}fy signi昀椀cant batches from both a 
documentary and historical-cultural perspec}ve for digi}za}on using the technologies and 
protocols established by Audio Innova (a spin-o昀昀 of the University of Padua); carry out the 
analog-to-digital transfer and enhance the musicological value of the sources and content. 

 

XXXIX cycle 

 

Anedda Eleonora 

Research project: 
Between family and power: women of the sardinian aristocracy during the 17th century from 
the notarial records. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof.ssa Nicole琀琀a Bazzano (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
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Abstract: 
This research aims at inves}ga}ng the roles of women within feudal families in Sardinia 
during the 17th century, with a speci昀椀c focus on aspects related to gender, family dynamics, 
and economics opera}ng in the island during the Early Modern Age. The objec}ves of this 
project include the analysis of marriage prac}ces of the }me and a deeper explora}on of 
women9s in昀氀uence in managing family estates and property transmission. 

 

Arba Silvia 

Research project: 
Archaeology and digital technologies for the study of hermitages and rock churches as 
indicators of the popula}on dynamics of Sardinian territory between the 6th and 11th 
centuries. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof.sa Rossana Martorelli (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
The research aims to study the rock-type contexts of byzan}ne and medieval Sardinia used 
for se琀琀lement or cult purposes, in order to produce an updated picture of the phenomenon 
probably linked to the presence of communi}es of monks of the Eastern or Western rite and 
to de昀椀ne the dynamics se琀琀lement and landscape transforma}on on the island in the 
postclassic period. The scien}昀椀c study will be supported by the use of digital technologies 
useful for the dissemina}on of the results produced and the valorisa}on of the cultural 
heritage examined. 

 

Coni Irene 

Research project: 
Ethnomusicology and sound archives: visualising mul}-part singing in Sardinia. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Marco Lutzu (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
The research project aims to explore the poten}al of digital humani}es to analyse the 
repertoires of four-part singing in the oral tradi}on of Sardinia (canto a tenore, canto a 
cuncordu). The main objec}ve is to develop new systems for the visual representa}on of the 
musical structures of these prac}ces, star}ng from the sound documents preserved in two 
important regional archives: the LABIMUS (Interdisciplinary Laboratory on Music) archive of 
the University of Cagliari and the sound and audiovisual archive of the ISRE (Sardinian 
Regional Ethnographic Ins}tute). The analysis will be preceded by a bibliographical survey of 
the subject, a census of the main archives of ethnomusicological interest that provide forms 
of visualisa}on of sound data, and will be supplemented by ethnographic work aimed at 
collec}ng further sound documents. 
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D’Andrea Silvia Anna 

Research project: 
S}ll Only One Earth? Environmental Diplomacy between Détente and the Post-Bipolar World. 
Origins, Challenges, and Prospects for U.S.-European rela}ons. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Christian Rossi (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
The project aims to trace the main stages of environmental and climate diplomacy to 
highlight how the environment has been declined in foreign policy agendas par}cularly 
between the two sides of the Atlan}c – namely the United States of America and the 
European community – in the period between the détente of the 1970s and the post-bipolar 
world. In doing so, it aims to reconstruct the posi}ons of these actors around pivotal episodes 
for the development of this branch of interna}onal rela}ons. 
 

La琀椀ni Susanna 

Research project: 
Lula and its Space: Pastures, Mines and Gravita}onal Waves. An Ethnographical Explora}on 
of the Rela}onship Between the Landscape and its Representa}on. 
 

Supervisor: 
prof. Felice Tiragallo (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
This research project aims to inves}gate how the community of Lula (Province of Nuoro, 
Sardinia) par}cipates in support of the municipality9s candidacy to host the Einstein 
Telescope. Involving farmers, ex-miners and current operators of the Sos Ena琀琀os mine, the 
research will explore, from an ethnographical point of view the dialogue between the 
development project the pastoral world and the mining heritage of the area. This approach 
will allow to observe the impact on the rela}onships inherent in the local landscape in a 
framework of transi}on inside new and old unrests. 

 

Peris Bolta Laura 

Research project: 
Taxa}on and Economy in the aragonese Sardinia during the 15th Century. 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Sergio Tognetti (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
This thesis explores how the Kingdom of Sardinia overcame the crisis of the 14th century and 
integrated into the poli}cal, economic, and 昀椀scal structure of the Crown of Aragon during 
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the 15th century. By analyzing preserved documentary sources from the main 昀椀scal 
ins}tu}ons, the study examines the strategies employed to secure and exploit the island9s 
resources, as well as its role in the Mediterranean economy and in 昀椀nancing the monarchy. 
The research highlights the interac}ons between taxa}on, economic produc}on, trade, and 
governance, o昀昀ering a compara}ve perspec}ve with other territories of the Crown. Sardinia, 
with its insular speci昀椀ci}es, emerges as a unique case for understanding the consolida}on of 
state structures and economic dynamics in the late medieval Mediterranean. 
 

Pisu Giulia 

Research project: 
De昀椀ning iden}ty through mul}part music: the polyphony of women in Corsica. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Ignazio Macchiarella (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
The research project aims to inves}gate the role of women in the mul}part singing oral 
tradi}on of Corsica in recent decades, focusing in par}cular on the factors that have enabled 
their access to a musical prac}ce historically restricted to men. Through an interdisciplinary 
approach, which integrates ethnomusicological inves}ga}on with the methodologies of 
gender studies, the aim of the research is to analyse and understand the female modali}es 
of singing in polyphony, which are characterised as much by their sonorous outcomes as by 
their kinesic, proxemic and gender iden}ty representa}on aspects. 
 

XXXVIII cycle 

 

De Luca Gianna 

Research project:  
Morien} cuncta supersunt. Funerary Archaeology and Pa琀琀erns of Cultural Interac}on in 
Southern Sardinia between Punic and Roman Ages. 
 

Supervisor:  
Marco Giuman (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
This research project aims to analyze the dynamics of cultural interac}on in southern Sardinia 
in the Punic-Roman age, through some possible lines of study indicated by funerary 
archaeology. The phase iden}昀椀ed cons}tutes a crucial moment for the historical evolu}on 
of the island, which slowly passes from a strongly punicized territory culturally projected onto 
an African cultural context to become a Roman province, in which the acquisi}on of Italic 
customs and tradi}ons does not seem to follow parallel to the change of poli}cal dominance. 
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Li Xueqing 

Research project:  
Oriental in昀氀uences on the franciscan art of the late Middle Ages. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof.sa. Nicoletta Usai (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
This research aims to outline a cross-cultural synthesis of the rela}onship between the image 
and interior space of two churches: The Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi and the Cappellone 
degli Spagnoli of the Basilica of Santa Maria Novella in Florence. On the one hand, it is a 
dis}nc}vely Western narra}ve that reveals the underlying reasons for the orienta}on of the 
Basilica of St. Francis of Assisi toward the east and consequently tells the secrets of the 
con昀椀gura}on of the images on the eastern wall. On the other hand, by placing the same 
pictorial and spa}al rela}onships in the cosmopolitan cultural context unfolded by the 
Mongolian Empire in the thirteenth, fourteenth century, this part through the analysis of the 
pictorial con昀椀gura}on of the Spanish Chapel tells the story of the Dominicans9 mission to the 
East. 

 

Pinna Francesca 

Research project: 
<The Forgo琀琀en Archive=: governing and shaping document 昀氀ows in the Depository Archives 
of the Univeersi}es. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof.sa Eleonora Todde (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
The archive9s repository phase is a cri}cal one in the life of a administra}ve document, 
because it has a dual purpose: the 昀椀rst to support the administra}ve ac}vity in which they 
are produced, the second one to preserve its memory. The research ac}vity will focus on the 
repository archives of the University of Cagliari, carrying out census ac}vi}es, analysis of 
documents 昀氀ows and their management, de昀椀ni}on of conserva}on and access strategies. 

 

Pisanu Davide 

Research project: 
Sardinia and Montecassino: edi}on of documents preserved in the archives of the Cassinese 
abbey (11th-15th centuries). 
 

Supervisor: 
prof.sa Bianca Fadda (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
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Abstract: 
The archive of the Abbey of Montecassino preserves a documentary heritage of enormous 
size and ines}mable value. Part of it concerns the direct rela}onship between the monastery 
and medieval Sardinia. The object of the research will be the systema}c and complete 
analysis of the documenta}on rela}ng to the above-men}oned rela}onship, as well as 
targeted insights on the Benedic}ne presence on the island and on the func}oning of the 
local chancelleries during the medieval centuries. 

 

Secci Danilo 

Research project: 
From the Second Cold War to Cold War 3.0. Risk factors and security outlook in the 
Euroatlan}c area. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Christian Rossi (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
The research  is about the evolu}on of the strategic and military balance in the Euroatlan}c 
area, from 19709s }ll today. The doctrines of NATO, Warsaw Pact and the Russia Federa}on, 
the deployment of troops and military equipment, the development of civil and strategic 
defence programs, the concepts of hybrid and coali}on warfare, all will be key elements of 
this ambi}ous and innova}ve academic study. 
 

Serchisu Marcella 

Research project: 
Sardinian Ceramic Manufacturing Tradi}on. Produc}on processes and workshops in the 
postclassical age at the origin of present-day cra昀琀smanship. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof.sa Rossana Martorelli (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The project has the so called <ceramica steccata= as its object, a ceramic produc}on peculiar 
to Sardinia during the late an}quity, and it refers to a wide chronological span, from III to VII 
century. The project is focused on the localiza}on of the produc}on areas and their 
catchment areas, both in an economical and commercial way, and the trade routes that 
allowed the spread of those ceramics throughout Sardinia. 

 

Tacconi Sara 

Research project: 
The so-called <Byzan}ne= belt buckles as an archaeological and socio-economic indicator for 
the reconstruc}on of the events of Sardinia and its cultural interchanges with the 
Mediterranean between the 6th and 11th centuries. 



 

9 

 

Supervisor: 
Prof.sa Rossana Martorelli (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The research undertakes the analysis of the so-called 8Byzan}ne9 belt-buckles of the Western 
Mediterranean (Southern Italy, Sardinia, Sicily and North Africa). By focusing on morphology, 
handicra昀琀 techniques and 昀椀nding contexts of these metal ar}facts, the main aim of the study 
is to provide a brand new and innova}ve focus on social and economic exchanges between 
the Western and the Eastern parts of the Byzan}ne Mediterranean, from the 6th to the 11th 
c. CE. 
 

XXXVII cycle 

 

Andreo琀� Francesco 

Research project: 
The role of documentary 昀椀lmmaking in 昀椀lm educa}on in Sardinia. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Floris An}oco (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The present research programme intends to inves}gate ins}tu}ons and prac}ces that, in the 
context of 昀椀lm literacy in Sardinia, have been promo}ng a speci昀椀c re昀氀ec}on around the 
languages of reality, documentary and ethnogra昀椀c movies. The aim of this research is also to 
elaborate a methodological and prac}cal proposal responding to the needs of current 
educa}onal contexts. 

 

Astori Filippo 

Research project: 
From Sardinia to the Indian Ocean: coral in Hispano-Genovese global exchange networks 
(secc. XVI-XVIII). 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Giampaolo Salice (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The research aims to reconstruct the complex nature of the social-economic networks which 
took shape between the 16th and 18th centuries around the 昀椀shing and marke}ng of 
Sardinian coral in the upper Tyrrhenian area. The work will be carried out by systema}zing, 
primarily, the rich literature available on the subject but, above all, by making the methods 
of classical historiography research interact with the use of computa}onal methodologies 
and tools in the processing of informa}on data extracted from di昀昀erent types of 
documentary sources collected in local, na}onal and interna}onal archives. 
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Maccioni Carlo 

Research project: 
The digital catalog of works of art at the University of Cagliari (19th - 21st centuries). 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof.sa Rita Pamela Ladogana (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The research aims to create a digital catalog of artworks part of the historical and ar}s}c 
heritage of the University of Cagliari, created between the XIX and XXI centuries. The goal is 
to develop an interac}ve and mul}func}onal plavorm generated by an open source 
applica}on, able to collect iconographic material and the complexity of the informa}on of 
the artworks, sources and study materials, for the purpose of the philological and cri}cal 
reconstruc}on of the university heritage. 
 

Mameli Francesco 

Research project: 
Hydrogeological industrial risk and anthropiza}on: study of a model for the crea}on of an 
8integrated safeguard system9 for cultural and landscape heritage applicable to the context 
of the Santa Gilla lagoon. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Fabio Calogero Pinna (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The research aims to develop a methodology for the protec}on and enhancement of the 
cultural and environmental heritage, star}ng from the case study of the Santa Gilla lagoon 
and the surrounding municipali}es, through the crea}on of a replicable safeguard model 
that can, with a view to <horizontal subsidiarity= and <shared responsibility=, s}mulate 
par}cipa}on in addressing, through a shared reference framework, any cri}cal condi}ons 
related to natural and anthropogenic events and to secure and monitor the local cultural 
landscape. 

 

Mohammadi Mehdi 
Research project: 
Grapich Cinema. The italian Baroque as a model of the Horror genre in Cinema. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Diego Cavallotti (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
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Abstract: 
The research aims to conduct a scien}昀椀c study on the horror genre in cinema. The main 
objec}ve is to detect the rela}onship between graphic and baroque art and horror cinema. 
Other objec}ves include how, on the one hand, the roots and origins of the horror genre 
developed in the Baroque era, especially with regard to the aesthe}c and seman}c horizon. 
With the terms Cinema Graphics an a琀琀empt is made to theore}cally clarify the idea that the 
arts baroque arts gave rise to horror in 昀椀lm. In this way the study is not only based on mere 
historical facts, but seeks to present a scien}昀椀c methodology on how to detect this 
phenomenon and these passages. 
 

Onnis Benedetta 

Research project: 
Diasporas in Lebanon. Women's tradi}onal handicra昀琀 as a space of ac}on and cultural 
narra}ve. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Nicola Melis (Università degli Studi di Cagliari) e Prof. Francesco Bachis (Università degli 

Studi di Cagliari). 

 

Abstract: 
Star}ng from the historical and geographical context of Pales}nian diaspora communi}es in 
Lebanon, the research addresses the social processes of meaning-making around cra昀琀 
prac}ces perceived as tradi}onal. It focuses on the ac}vity of embroidery (taṭrīz) performed 
by Pales}nian women, and recently declared UNESCO heritage. The research takes an 
interdisciplinary perspec}ve, integra}ng an analysis of historical sources and an 
ethnographic approach to 昀椀eldwork, for which is planned a ten-month stay in Lebanon. 
 

Pinelli Laura 

Research project: 
The so-called <rough= po琀琀ery in Sardinia from Late An}quity to the end of the Byzan}ne Age 
as a produc}ve, economic and social indicator in the Mediterranean. 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof.sa Rossana Martorelli (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
This research project focuses on coarse wares in Sardinia during the late an}quity and the 
byzan}ne age. This study will be carried out by merging together morphotypological, 
technological and contextual data, loca}ng the geographical areas of provenience of the 
sherds analysed in each site, and taking into considera}on the distribuiton network of goods 
on the Island and in the Mediterranean area. 
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Schivo Beatrice 

Research project: 
Slaves. A digital plavorm for the history of slavery in the Kingdom of Sardinia (17th-18th 
centuries). 
 

Supervisor: 
Prof. Giampaolo Salice (Università degli Studi di Cagliari). 
 

Abstract: 
The thesis aims to analyze, from a social and ins}tu}onal point of view, the phenomenon of 
slavery in the kingdom of Sardinia between the XVII and XVIII centuries. Collec}ng and 
systema}zing the historiographic literature on the subject and inves}ga}ng di昀昀erent types 
of sources on local, na}onal and interna}onal archives, the research aims to iden}fy the 
social and ins}tu}onal protagonists of the slavery phenomenon and traded human capital. 
The informa}on collected will be organized through a digital portal in which the personal 
stories of slaves will be accessible to everyone. 
 

 


