
Curriculum vitae Prof. Anna R. Carta 

 

NAME: Anna R Carta  

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH: January 16, 1969, Italy 

 

POSITION: Full Professor of Pharmacology, Department of Biomedical Sciences University of 

Cagliari, Italy 

 

EDUCATION:  
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National Institute of Health, Bethesda (MD)    Post doctorate              1998       
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CHRONOLOGY OF EMPLOYMENT:  

2000-2003               Research Associate, University of Cagliari 

2003-2015                     Assistant Professor, University of Cagliari 

2016-2021                     Associate Professor of Pharmacology, University of Cagliari 

From March 2021        Full Professor of Pharmacology, University of Cagliari 

from 2017: Academic Board, Specialization school of Toxicology and Pharmacology at UNICA. 

from 2003 Academic Board, PhD program in Neuroscience at UNICA. 

from 2019: vice-coordinator of the PhD program in Neuroscience at UNICA. 
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SOCIETIES AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES:  

Memberships: FENS; IBAGS; SINS; SIF; LIMPE; ISN. 

Journal editorial boards: Neurotoxicity Research; Experimental Neurology; Guest editor for 

Parkinson’s Disease (Hindawy), Frontiers in Neuroscience. 

PERSONAL STATEMENT: 

Since several years, the focus of my research has been neuroinflammation and immune responses 

dysregulation in relation to motor and non-motor symptoms of PD, with the final objective of 

understanding whether harnessing glial function can be exploited to arrest neuropathology. To address 



this goal I have been engaged in preclinical development of a α-synuclein-based model of PD. Misfolded 

α-synuclein is placed at the intersection between neurodegeneration and inflammation, and soluble 

oligomeric aggregates display high neurotoxicity with elevated levels measured in biofluids of PD 

patients. We have shown how the intranigral infusion of exogenous human α-synuclein oligomers 

induces a number of symptomatic and pathological traits of Parkinson's disease, including motor and 

non motor signs, and how this is underlined by dysregulated immune response in the brain and 

periphery. Final goal of our research is the testing and repurposing of drugs with immunomodulatory 

properties, as disease-modifying treatment for PD.  We have been involved in testing the 

neuroprotective effect of antiinflammatory and immunomodulatory drugs such as IMiDs drugs 

(Thalidomide derivatives) in preclinical models of PD.  
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PNRR: M6/C2_CALL 2023: PNRR-MCNT2-2023-12377900 - F33C24000330006 

PNRR 2024: Bando a cascata MNESYS Spoke 7 – PROFILES B33C22001060002 

PRIN 2022: P20222F4JY 

PRIN 2020: 2020PBS5MJ_004 

2020 MJFF Target validation program MJFF-0011332000  

2019 NIH PO_75N95D20P00083 

2018 RAS, RASSR57484 

2013 Perry & Stevens Charitable Foundation, Grant No. 10006298, in collaboration with UTSA;  

2013 Fondazione Banco di Sardegna, Prot. U629.2013/AI.553.MGB;  

2010 MJFF Target Validation 2010, N. 112-010/2310 in collaboration with UTSA;  

2008 Enterprise Ireland PC-2008-318, in collaboration with the Trinity College of Dublin  

2004 PRIN 2004: 2004052391_002 Ministry of University and Research 

Young Res. Ministry of University and Research, Prot 1214, 27-11-2002     

 

Current international collaborators: 

- “National Institute of Aging, Drug Design & Development Section, Translational Gerontology 
Branch, Baltimore, US”. Prof. Nigel Greig. 
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