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MARIA ANTONIETTA MARONGIU

RICEVIMENTO : PER APPUNTAMENTO 
GIOVEDÌ 12:00-14:00 SU TEAMS
e-mail address: marongiuma@unica.it 

LEGAL 
ENGLISH
48 hours
6 cfu

Pagina Web: https://www.unica.it/unica/page/it/mariaa_marongiu
•Orario lezioni e ricevimento, avvisi
•Materiale didattico scaricabile relativo alle lezioni: 
!Materiale usato a lezione, 
! materiali su contenuti specialistici e sulla struttura della lingua,
!Assignments, Exercises, 
!Mock-test con soluzioni.



MONDAY TUESDAY WENSDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
Aula 10 bis - Edificio A - via S. Ignazio, 70/72/74

--------- 27 Feb
10:00-12:00

28 Feb
10:00-12:00

29 Feb
10:00-12:00

04 Mar
10:00-12:00

05 Mar
10:00-12:00

06 Mar
10:00-12:00

07 Mar
10:00-12:00

08 Mar 
10:00-12:00

11 Mar
10:00-12:00

12 Mar
10:00-12:00

13 Mar
10:00-12:00

14 Mar
10:00-12:00

18 Mar
10:00-12:00

19 Mar
10:00-12:00

20 Mar
10:00-12:00

21 Mar
10:00-12:00

25 May
10:00-12:00

26 May
10:00-12:00

27 Mar
10:00-12:00

-----------
----------- ----------- ----------- -----------
08 Apr

10:00-12:00
09 Apr

10:00-12:00
10 Apr

09:00-12:00
11 Apr

09:00-12:00

APPELLI
31 May - 16:30

Lab Ling – Edificio A
Sant‘Ignazio

28 June – 9:00
Lab Ling – Edificio A 

Sant‘Ignazio

28 July – 12:00
Lab Ling – Edificio A 

Sant‘Ignazio

6 Set – 09:00
Lab Ling – Edificio A 

Sant‘Ignazio
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https://unica.easystaff.it/AgendaWeb/index.php?view=rooms&include=rooms&_lang=&sede=SIA&aula=SIA-10bis&date=27-02-2024
https://unica.easystaff.it/AgendaWeb/index.php?view=rooms&include=rooms&_lang=&sede=SIA&date=27-02-2024


SKILLS

• The British Legal System
• Contract Law

• Business Structures
• Company Law
• Criminal Law

• Property Law
• Intellectual Property Law

• ADR and Litigation

" Listening / reading to 
understand texts on the legal 
systems

" Analysis / interpretation of 
legal documents 

" Recognition / comparison of 
intercultural legal issues

" Argumentation on legal 
topics
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Legal English
Sofia Parastatidou - Jacopo 
D'Andria Ursoleo, Kate Gralton
1st Edition (2021) 
Pearson 

Textbook 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JT6kJQ0KMoI



The Hierarchy of
 the English Court System



HER MAJESTY'S COURTS OF 
JUSTICE OF ENGLAND AND WALES
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On behalf of 
the Crown

Civil 
Courts

Disputes for 
contracts, negligence, 
property, commercial 
problems, company 

law.

Powers:  Award 
damages

Criminal 
Courts

Criminal matters

Powers: Imprison 
defendants, award 
compensations to 

victims

Actions (verbs)
Hear appeals
Hear a case
Present a case
Apply the law
Punished the offender
Send to prison 
Exercise a jurisdiction
Appeal to the high Court
Breach a contract
Ask the judge leave to appeal
Handle disputes

Nouns
An offence
An offender
A legal advisor
The defence
The defender
The Judge
The lawyer
A jury
A party
An appeal
An appellant
A dispute



10

SENIOR 
COURTS
hear appeals 
from Lower 

Courts,
set binding 
precedents 
for Lower 

Courts

Supreme Court
hears appeals only on points of law in criminal 

and civil matters

Court of Appeal 
hears appeals from High Court and some 

lower courts (civil & criminal cases)

Crown Courts
serious criminal cases 

Judge + jury 

High Courts
Courts of First Instance for civil 

cases. Trial Courts
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LOWER COURTS

Inferior Courts
Courts of First Instance

Trial Courts 
Queens’ 
Bench

Breach of 
contracts

Country 
Court

Civil cases
£ 100,000 

High Courts
Courts of First Instance

Trial Courts

Chancery 
Division
Disputes 
(wills & 
trusts)

Family Law 
Division
Divorces Above 

Jurisdictional 
limit

Crown Courts
Serious criminal cases

Magistrate’  
Court

Criminal 
matters

DIVISIONS
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Civil Courts 

Country Courts
Civil cases: debt recovery, contract disputes, 

personal injury claims, minor criminal cases (traffic 
offenses, minor assaults)

High Courts
more complex civil claims, serious 

criminal cases

Queens’ Bench 
Division

Chancery Division Family Law Division

Appeal THE PASSIVE IN 
LEGAL ENGLISH
- To be charged with
- To be accused of 
- To be punished with
- to be commenced 

Passive structures
- It is estimated that … 
- A case is dealt with by …
- To be prosecuted for …
- to be guilty of an offence 
- Some cases must be commenced in High Court.

Court of Appeal 
hears appeals from High Court and some lower courts 

(civil & criminal cases)
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Criminal 
Courts 

Magistrates’ Courts
Minor criminal cases: traffic offenses, minor assaults; some civil cases 

(debt recovery & landlord-tenant disputes) – no jury trial
- unqualified magistrates assisted by court appointed legal advisors
- District Judges sitting alone

High Courts
more complex civil claims, 

serious criminal cases

Crown Courts
serious criminal cases: murder, 
manslaughter, rape, robbery;

hear appeals from Magistrates’ 
Courts - Judge + jury 

Dealing  with Alleged 
criminal offences

Court of Appeal 
hears appeals from High Court and some lower 

courts (civil & criminal cases)

manslaughter /ˈmanslɔːtə/
the crime of killing a human being 
without malice aforethought, or in 
circumstances not amounting to 
murder.

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=65d2b102cd6037ef&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIT504IT504&sxsrf=ACQVn0_N1t0UrSuBNOxFsNPktwnVnpul5Q:1709539234882&q=malice&si=AKbGX_qMqBjhUm3ZRWjCp4_5aZjJjn9Eu3mu0ugYKLAqPUl3c-we4V2KHOoSYgSFA5hI2zKoNtO4iFZGVd2Szx0mBtLJLQoZdQ%3D%3D&expnd=1
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=65d2b102cd6037ef&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIT504IT504&sxsrf=ACQVn0_N1t0UrSuBNOxFsNPktwnVnpul5Q:1709539234882&q=amounting&si=AKbGX_rLPMdHnrrwkrRo4VZlSHiJKaAwiQys6zrI0k03cfLv4sBT7wLiO-dMNc1x0dsGpMcXSVKyyYrx8BxbUtIZemt1g2N0MR8P9N6TJBjWrOHpuFGWMto%3D&expnd=1
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Tribunals
Administrative Law matters

Upper tribunals
Hears appeals from First-tier tribunals

First-tier tribunals 
High Court
Administrative 
Division

Alternative business structures (licensed conveyancers)
Asylum support
Care standards
Charity
Claims management services
Consumer credit
Criminal Injuries Compensation
Education
Employment
Environmental sanctions
Estate agents
Freedom of information and data protection
Gambling
Immigration and Asylum
Immigration services
Health 
Local government standards
Mental health 
MPs' expenses
Property 
Reserve Forces Appeal Tribunal
Social Security and child support
Special education needs and disability
Tax 
Transport
War pensions and armed forces compensation



ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION

Online Courts
• Even prior to the worldwide 

COVID-19 pandemic, it was 
possible to apply for divorce online 
and some money claims up to 
£10,000 could also be lodged 
online.

• In some criminal law trials, 
particularly where young, fragile 
victims or witnesses are involved, 
the Courts accept their evidence 
through video link. Video links are 
also set up in prisons for the 
accused.

Another way to resolve disputes: 

Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) 

" informal negotiations,

" mediation and

" arbitration. 
The Courts are strong supporters of 

ADR and actively encourage parties to 
use ADR to resolve their disputes instead 

of going through the Court system.
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QUESTIONS

# Provide the appropriate information Possible answers°
1 The Court that deals with divorce and child custody.

The Crown Court

Family Court

Magistrate’s Court

The County Court

Courts of First Instance

The High Court

2 The Court were serious criminal cases are heard, 
such as murder.

3 These are the first courts where cases are presented.

4 The Court where criminal matters are heard.

5 The Court which hears civil cases with damages 
higher than £100,000.

6 The inferior Court which deals with civil cases.

16
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Let’s test our memory

What cases are heard in these Courts?
1 The Magistrates’ Court: 
2 The County Court:
3 The Crown Court: 
4 The Family Court: 
5 The High Court: 

6 What are the two types of Courts in the British 
legal system?

7 How are Courts and Tribunals different?

primarily criminal matters

civil cases
serious offenses in criminal cases 
cases dealing with family matters
civil cases which exceed the jurisdictional 
limits of the Country Court 

The Civil Courts and the Criminal Courts

Tribunals deal primarily with administrative 
law matters
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divided
deal

found

spend

award
suffered
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Q. 1 The British legal system offers Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) that the Courts strongly support and 
encourage parties to use instead of going through the Court 
system. What happens in Italy?

2 The English Court System
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Q. 2 In the UK Even prior to the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, it 
was possible to apply for divorce online. 
- What happens in Italy? Do you know how to apply for divorce? 
-  What can be done online in Italy?

2 The English Court System
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Q. 3 In the UK, in some criminal law trials, particularly where young, 
fragile victims or witnesses are involved, the Courts accept their 
evidence through video link. 
- What happens in Italy?

2 The English Court System



THE CROWN COURT
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Online learning 

Actions
Uphold the law
Address the jury
Conduct the examination in chief
Reach a decision
To find the defendant not / guilty
To release the defendant
To sentence to … years in prison

People
Judge
Usher
clerk
Prosecution barrister
Defense barrister
Solicitors
Defendant 
Witness
Foreperson of the jury 

Things
Courtroom 
Stand 
Public gallery 
Trial   
hearings
Jury 
Evidence
Alleged offence 
Sentence
Cross-examination
Re-examination
Acquittal 
Verdict 
Contentious issues

The judge settles any legal argument, directs the jury and if 
the defendant is found guilty, decides the appropriate sentence.

Uphold /ʌpˈhəʊld/ = confirm, 
endorse, sustain, validate, ratify



THE CROWN COURT
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s

Online learning 
The case of the prossecution
The case of the defence
The closing speech

Acquittal /əˈkwɪtl/
Absolution
Clearing
A judgement or verdict 
that a person is not 
guilty of the crime with 
which they have been 
charged.
"the trial resulted in an 
acquittal"

The judge 
passes a 
sentence 
if the 
defendant 
is found 
guilty

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s


THE CROWN COURT
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s
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Decide whether the statement is true or false True False

1 The judge decides whether or not there is a public gallery

2 The jury has to consider the law, not the evidence

3 The prosecution witnesses are the first to be heard

4 The judge decides if the barrister cross-examine a witness

5 If the jury is not sure, they must find the defendant guilty

6 The jury passes the sentence

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s


THE CROWN COURT

26

Decide whether the statement is true or false True False

1 The judge decides whether or not there is a public gallery

2 The jury has to consider the law, not the evidence

3 The prosecution witnesses are the first to be heard

4 The judge decides if the barrister cross-examine a witness

5 If the jury is not sure, they must find the defendant guilty

6 The jury passes the sentence

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZYvv_s5R-s
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hierarchy

decisions

civil 

criminal 

manslaughter

specialist

precedents

Informal negotiations, mediation and arbitration

Alternative Dispute Resolution

to use it instead of going through the Court system.

Apply for divorce and some money claims up to £10,000.

Young, fragile victims or witnesses. 

When the accused is convicted.



28

hierarchy

decisions

civil 

criminal 

manslaughter

specialist

precedents

Informal negotiations, mediation and arbitration

Alternative Dispute Resolution

to use it instead of going through the Court system.

Apply for divorce and some money claims up to £10,000.

Young, fragile victims or witnesses. 

When the accused is convicted.
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