
 
 
Time of the Revolution: 2000 Jews living in America  

 
1790: First Synagogue established  
 
Before the Civil War: 150,000  

 
 



 
The Era of Mass Migration 

1880  250,000   0.50%  
1890  450,000   0.71%  
1900  1,050,000   1.38%  
1920  2,043,000  3.41%  
 

Today: 5,5 millions 
 



    



 



 
 
 
Tanakh ( ךנת  Hebrew Bible): 
הרות   Torah, םיאיבנ  Nebi’îm (Prophets), 
םיבותכ   Ketuvîm (Writings) 
 
 
Talmud  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Reform Judaism / Jewish Enlightenment  
( הלכשה  Haskalah, Moses Mendelssohn)  
 
 
Zionism 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Emma Lazarus, “The New Colossus”, 1883 
 
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 
With conquering limbs astride from land to land; 
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she 
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!” 
 



 
Jacob Gordin (1853-1909), The Jewish King Lear 
 
The Yankee Talmud (1892-93) 
 

1917 
 
Abraham Cahan, The Rise of David Levinsky 
 
Edna Ferber, Fanny Herself 
 
Sydney Nyburg, The Chosen People 



 
 
Reform Judaism 
 
 
 
Orthodox Judaism (Chassidism) 
 
 
 
Conservative Judaism 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion  
(1903 in Russian; 1919 in English; 1920 in the US) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Anzia Yezierska (1885-1970) 
 
Born in Plinsk (Warsaw), the youngest of 9 children 
 
Moved to New York before 1898 
(Lower East Side) 
 
- Clara de Hirsch Home  

for Working Girls 
- Columbia University  

 
Moved to San Francisco in 1916 



 
 
“The Fat of the Land”, 1919 
 
Children of Loneliness, 1923 
 
Salome of the Tenements, 1923 
 
Bread Givers, 1925 

 
 


