
UNIT 5

THE CONDITIONALS

FACOLTÀ DI SCIENZE ECONOMICHE, GIURIDICHE E POLITICHE

UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI CAGLIARI

M. Antonietta Marongiu, Ph.D. marongiuma@unica.it



NTE p. 57-58



NTE p. 57
NTE p. 61



NTE p. 57
NTE p. 61

1c

2f

3a

4d

5e

6b



ZERO & FIRST CONDITIONALS

1a. When they offer me the job, I will take it 
1b. If they offer me the job, I might take it.
1c. As soon as they offer me the job, I will take it.

2a. As soon as I see Tom, I’ll tell him. 
2b. If I see Tom, I’ll tell him.
2c. If I see Tom, I can tell him.
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were
would you arrest

wouldn’t like
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1  If she had Dave’s number, she would call him.
2  I’d go out if I didn’t have an exam tomorrow.
3  If we had enough money, we would buy a new car.
4 They’d could see the show if there was enough time.
5 If I had a choice, I would want to live in the city.
6 We’d go to the sea if it weren’t polluted.
7 If it weren’t raining heavily, we would go for a walk.  
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ZERO CONDITIONAL: certainty
GENERAL TRUTH
SCIENTIFIC FACTS 

CONDITION RESULT
If/When 
As soon as Present simple Present simple
Unless

When   you heat the ice,     it melts.

FIRST CONDITIONAL: Real possibility
REAL/LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE

CONDITION RESULT
If/When will 
As soon as Present simple shall + V.
Unless can/may

If   you study  you will pass the exam.

SECOND CONDITIONAL
POSSIBLE AT THE GIVEN CONDITION
UNLIKELY TO HAPPEN

CONDITION RESULT
If Past simple Present conditional

would + base verb

If you studied you would pass the 
exam (but you are not).

THIRD CONDITIONAL
IMPOSSIBLE (IT REFERS TO THE PAST)

CONDITION RESULT
If Past perfect Present perfect conditional

would have + past participle

If  you had studied  you would have 
passed the exam (but you didn’t).


