THE PASSIVE

FORM: 			BE + Past Participle (of the main verb)
				
				[image: MAC 500GB:Users:esthersmith:Desktop:Unknown.jpeg]
			A cat is chasing a mouse!

ACTIVE: 		 A cat    is chasing    a mouse.
			  subj.    pres. cont.	   obj.
														
PASSIVE:	A mouse is being chased by a cat.
								by + agent
· The object of the active sentence has become the subject of the passive sentence.
· Active: is chasing = present continuous. 
· Passive: BE = is being + chased (P.P. of main vb ‘chase’)
· by + agent

USE:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]to emphasise the main focus of the sentence/ a text	(in this case: A mouse)
· when the agent is obvious, not known, or not important
		The robbers have been arrested.
· in formal writing
		It is believed that…
· to create a distance between the agent and the action	(for example to avoid responsibility)
		Your complaint will be taken seriously.
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A cat i chasing a mouse!
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