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“REMARKS IN
RECOGNITION OF
INTERNATIONAL

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY”

ANALYSING A POLITICAL SPEECH

DATA (1)

® “Remarks in Recognition of International
Human Rights Day”

@ Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland,
December 6, 2011

@ retrievable from the USA government website
http://www.state.gov

® 3746 words, 37 paragraphs
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DATA (2)

@ The speech under investigation is part of a corpus
including several speeches and remarks on women and
human rights delivered by the former Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton during her tenure from 2009 to
2012.

@ The corpus is the object of an ongoing research
concerning the relationship between language, gender
and power and the implications that the political
rhetorical style and the discursive practices of a
woman in politics can have in the context of human
rights, gender inequality and women’s empowerment
(Giordano 2012).
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LGBT

@ Initialism for Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual and
Transgender community

@®To emphasize a diversity of sexuality and
gender identity-based cultures; sometimes
used to refer to anyone who is non-
heterosexual

@A self-designation; adopted by the majority
of sexuality and gender identity-based
community centers and media in the U.S.
and other English-speaking countries
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ORGANIZATION OF POLITICAL
SPEECHES (1)

@ Overall organization of speeches: the various sections of a speech,
the particular composition and organization that political speeches
tend to have.

@ dispositio in Latin: the structure of the speech and explains the
rhetorical devices put into practice in writing the speech:

1. exordium or proemium

narratio

argumentatio

epilogus or peroratio or conclusio (Mortara Garavelli 1988:61).

AWoN

® Asimpler distinction provided by Bollettieri Bosinelli (1986:108-115)

1) opening
2) body
3) epilogue.

MGiordano-Hillary Clinton's Political Rhetoric

ORGANIZATION OF POLITICAL
SPEECHES

® The opening is the initial part of the speech, the preamble o

34

r

opening remarks, which includes the Latin captatio
benevolentiae, i.e. a particular strategy used by the politician to
obtain the audience's attention and favour, “to capture

benevolence or ingratiate the audience” (Bollettieri Bosinell

1986:108). The second part of the dispositio, or the body, is the
central part of the speech, incorporating the narratio and the
argumentatio, which are the most significant strategies used by
politicians to illustrate their arguments. It is the part where a list

of arguments can usually be found.

@ The final part, or epilogue, includes the final perorations of the
speech where the politician usually utters memorable expressions
calling the audience to action. For the greatest effect to be
achieved, the key points and key passages in the speech will have

to be crucially and skillfully arranged.
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Dispositio Headings/topics Para-
graph (s)

Introduction and salutation
Presentation and history of the Universal Declaration of Human 2, 3,4,5
Rights
SEEUUER  Statement of the purpose of the speech 6,7, 8
Introduction to the analysis of important issues related to the
question of LGBT people’s rights
15t issue: some have suggested that gay rights and human rights 9, 10, 11
are separate and distinct
2n jssue: whether homosexuality arises from a particular part of 12, 13, 14
the world
3rd jssue: people cite religious or cultural values as a reason to 15, 16, 17
violate or not to protect the human rights of LGBT citizens
4t issue: the prejudices convincing us that homosexuality is a 18, 19, 20,
disease and can bring about crime 21, 22,23
5th jssue: the continued denial of rights to minorities who, left 24, 25, 26,
alone, will never be able to achieve political and social change 7
Invitation to support human rights: to the leaders of countries 28, 29, 30
where there is discrimination, to people of all nations, to LGBT
people worldwide

Presentation of human rights policy within foreign policy issues in 31, 32, 33
Obama administration; announcement of the Global Equality Fund
launch

Peroration and Conclusions: Hillary R. Clinton pledges support for 34, 35, 36,
those who advocate human rights, for those who have started the 37
2| march toward equality and justice; elicitation of response and
action

Body
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IDENTIFYING THE INTERNAL
SUMMARIES AND TRANSITIONS

To move from one to another of the three major parts of a
speech (i.e. opening, body, and epilogue), transition can be
signalled through statements that summarize what has been
said in the previous part and point the way to the next.
Therefore, after identifying the various parts in the speech and
the paragraphs devoted to the various topics dealt with, it is
useful to identify which sentences might represent an internal
summary of previous topics or paragraph(s) and a transition to
the following one.
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BRI IEE TR MREGMAEE  Transition from par. 1 to par. 2, from
DEVARE{ ) R [0 1Z= = TR G T SIG T (SI-TEEF 1] Salutation to History of the Universal
accomplishments of the last century. (par. 1) Declaration of Human Rights

L R SR G A Summary of History of the Universal
People fought and organized and campaigned in JaEletaloly el (V1 EINT{ S (o [V A
public squares and private spaces to change not [Z3)]
only laws, but hearts and minds. . 5

CEEA RO E L ETELER (RN AE(]  Transition from History of the
to do to protect one group of people whose human ES 7= IR ITel ETg=Valolo o) il [V N IS =151
rights are still denied in too many parts of the R{eEI&1{=]yllyide)Mel¥[gole}S}

SR EMEENECEE ECLELENCI{ENE  Transition from statement of purpose
E LR oo T IR BTN [V ST e [RGB ) to analysis of the 5 issues related to
reach a global consensus that recognizes the [[Kel:J Il CERGINIH
human rights of LGBT citizens ever

The first issue... (par. 9) Transition from one issue to the

The second issue... (par. 12) following one.

The third... (par. 15)

The fourth issue... (par. 18)

A fifth and final question...

NARTENTE R T LR (S EGELCEG]  Transition from the listing of issues to
ST ] BT IR T B O E W 1 7B T E) the invitation and request to support
human rights

Summary  of previous  topics,
involve questions on which opinions are still R{ElRIlIMIRINE1E1aleli e M= NRENT]
evolving. (...) We are called once more to make [Elaa[s])®

real the words of the Universal Declaration. Let us

answer that call. (par. 37
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PERSONAL PRONOUNS AND THEIR
PRAGMATIC FUNCTION (1)

® “(d)iscourse  analysts have focussed
frequently on the way in which pronouns
are used in subtle ways to denote or enact
power relations and solidarity relations”
(Bax 2011:169)

@Pronouns used in political discourse are
primarily sociolinguistic in nature as they
reflect formality or informality, status,
solidarity, power, class and sex.
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PERSONAL PRONOUNS AND THEIR
PRAGMATIC FUNCTION (2)

@ They also carry pragmatic implications since
their use can reflect the speakers’ intentions and
the degree of their personal involvement and
concern. Politicians tend to use them to

a) include themselves in a group or distance
themselves and the audience

b) background or foreground responsibility and
accountability for a certain policy

c) show personal participation in and commitment

to a new political strategy or course of action
(Wilson 1990:46)
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PERSONAL PRONOUNS AND THEIR
PRAGMATIC FUNCTION (3)

® When looking at pronominal forms used by politicians,
Wilson (1990:61) considers three main pragmatic functions:

1. Self-referencing, to mean the way in which speakers
choose to portray themselves in relation to the topic of
the speech and addressees, utilizing / or we;

2. Relations of contrast, to mean “the way in which
speakers make use of the pronominal system to compare
and contrast others on a negative/positive scale”,
utilizing for example him or her in reference to political
opponents in a campaign or predecessors in office;

3. Other Referencing, to mean the use of third person

pronouns to refer to individuals and groups who do not
belong to the category of speaker or addressee.
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POSITIONING

® Other authors have pointed out additional qualities of personal
pronouns, such as their subtlety and pervasiveness in political
speeches.

® Halmari (2005:126) explains that “(a)s a persuasive strategy, the
choice of personal pronouns is a subtle and clever way to guide
the thinking of the audience. It is a subtle strategy, but because
of the frequency of occurrence of personal pronouns, they
successfully penetrate throughout the speech”.

® Additionally, other scholars identify positioning as one of their
main characteristics and purposes in a speech: according to Chilton
and Schaffner, “pronouns and the meaning associated with them
give a kind of map of the socio-political relationships implicit in
a discourse”, since they “have a special function in producing a
social and political space in which the speaker, the audience and
others are positioned” (1997:216).

MGiordano-Hillary Clinton's Political Rhetoric 42

SELF-REFERENCING (1)

The 15t person singular forms ‘l/me/myself/mine’
and plural forms ‘we/us/ourselves/ours’

® The first person singular forms //me/myself/mine indicate the clear
personal involvement of the speaker. When leaders use this self-
mention strategy in a speech, their aim is to strengthen the image
they want to give of themselves as someone determined and
resolute, capable of leading the country or a party, and fully able to
tackle any political or social issues that arise. Nevertheless, the
frequent use of I/me/myself/mine can have negative implications
when things go wrong, resulting in the loss of the speaker’s
credibility and doubts concerning his/her reliability.
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SELF-REFERENCING (2)

1st person singular pronouns I/me/myself/mine and their pragmatic

use in the speech under scrutiny:

©® ©® ®©® ® 6

(OINOCINORNOCRIONNO]

| want to thank... (par. 1)

Today | want to talk about... (par. 6)
I am talking about gay, lesbian... | speak about this subject... (par. 7)

Now, raising this issue, | know, is sensitive... (par. 8)
So | come before you... | want to talk (par. 8)
How would it feel if it were a crime to love the person I love? How

would it feel to be discriminated against about myself that | cannot

change? (par. 23)

I ask you to consider this... | am not saying that (par. 28)
| say supporting human rights... (par. 29)

I am also pleased to announce... (par. 33)

Many people including myself... (par. 34)

And | quote... (par. 35)

I know that the thoughts I’ve shared today involve questions... | come

before you with great hope and confidence (par. 37)
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SELF-REFERENCING (3)

®

@®

The findings reveal the use of the pronoun [ to introduce certain
types of hedging phrases or expressions such as “I am talking
about”, “l speak about this subject”, “I ask you to consider
this” before proceeding with more authoritative and resolute
statements (that would sound too abrupt without a soft
introduction).

This might be indicative of Hillary R. Clinton’s desire to establish
a constructive, sympathetic and equal relationship with her
audience, rather than asserting the superiority and authority of
her position. The expressions “I know” and “I want to talk
about” humbly introduce controversial and sensitive topics such
as those concerning LGBT community’s rights, and enable Hillary
R. Clinton to seek support and sympathy from the audience in
order to embark upon solving problems together. This is evident
from the sentence “So I come here before you with respect,
understanding, and humility” in paragraph 8.
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PLURAL PRONOUN FORMS
WE/US/OURSELVES/OURS

®

responsibility and blame can be shared when something goes wrong or
when a given policy is not working properly

also used by politicians when they want to show that they are in touch
with the citizens/electors, asking for their approval and appealing to
their sense of solidarity in certain situations.

However: it can generate a variety of possible interpretations concerning
who the intended referents might be.

Fairclough and Wodak (1997: 274), distinguish between an inclusive we
(including the audience and the general population, we human beings, we
members of this society) and an exclusive we (including the speaker but
excluding the listener, i.e. we who govern this country).

The referents of the pronoun we can change and accordingly it constitutes
a key persuasive resource in political discourse. The identity of we is
often vague and only a thorough and intensive reading of the speech can
help distinguish between the use of inclusive we and exclusive we.
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S e .-

Inclusive ‘we’ includes the addressee (that is "we"
means "you and I").

Exclusive ‘we’ excludes the addressee (that is "we"
means "he/she and |, but not you").
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I

otie other

minister/politician

Prime minister

I

4 3 group

minister/politician

+ | government/political party

we

I

the whole country

minister/politician

the people of Britain/the USA

I

the rest of humanity/world

minister/politician

the people everywhere

we
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SELF-REFERENCING

15t p. p. pronouns we/us/ourselves/ours

WE THE HUMAN POPULATION

® ©®© ®© ©®© ©® ©® ©® ©® ©® ©® ©® ® ©® ® ® o e e

We will celebrate Human Rights Day... (par. 1)

we would prevent future atrocities... (par. 2) .
what country we live in, who our leaders are, ... (par. 3) In C|US|Ve we
we have left to do to protect... (par. 6)

we cannot delay acting... we must address together (par. 8)

We have come to recognize... (par. 9)

we understood that we were honoring... (par. 10)

No matter what we look like, where we come... (par. 11)

whether we know it, or whether we... (par. 12)

we came to learn that no practice... (par. 16)

to who we are as people... the bonds of love and family that we forge... (par. 17)
about how we make progress... (par. 18)

while we are each free to believe whatever we choose, we cannot do... (par. 19)
We need to ask ourselves... applies to all of us as we reflect... (par. 23)

how we do our part... we know the names of brave... we will never know... (par. 24)
when we see denials... when we do act, we send a powerful moral message (par. 26)

We know the road ahead... as we have devoted... (par. 34)

01/11/2017

We are called once more to make real... the work we do today... we will travel it successfully together (par. 37)
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SELF-REFERENCING

1st p. p. pronouns we/us/ourselves/ours

WE AMERICANS

®So we, like all nations, have
more work to do to protect

human rights at home (par. 7) Inclusive we

@®.. we saw how it strengthened
our social fabric in ways that...
(par. 22)

® We fought a brutal civil war over
slavery (par. 36)
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SELF-REFERENCING

Exclusive we
WE WHO GOVERN (THIS COUNTRY)

@A step toward what we hope will be the
creation of a special rapporteur... (par. 27)

@ In Washington, we have created a task force
at the State Department... we will provide
every embassy with a toolkit.. we have
created a program that offers... (par. 31)

@we are launching a new Global Equality
Fund... We have committed more than... we
have hope that others will join us... (par. 33)

®
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OTHER REFERENCING

Other referencing: 34 person plural pronoun ‘they’

® The third person plural they, which “is often used in politics to define ‘the
other’, the political or military enemy, the opposite party in an electoral
campaign, the opposition in a government, the guilty party to be blamed for
some reprehensible, culpable action” (Giordano 2012: 98).

® It can also be used as a distancing strategy, when the speakers try to distance
themselves and the government they are representing from other purportedly
blameworthy groups.

@ In this speech, there are 37 occurrences of the pronoun they: it is first used to
refer to the delegates from six continents who gathered together between
1947 and 1948 to draft the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
subsequently ratified on December 10th, 1948.

® Later in the speech the pronoun they is used to refer to the invisible
minority, the LGBT people who are victims of violence and abuse the world
over and who are experiencing the same level of discrimination that other
marginalized groups (such as women and the racial or religious minorities
cited in the speech) are subjected to on a daily basis.
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" how it applied fo the LGBT community. They also werentt thinking about how it 88041 2 079 079)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 23%

2 way or, too often, evenjoin inthe abuse. They are denied opportunities to work 58128 2 080 080)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 16%

& are out of bounds to people because they are gay. No matter what we look like 1.167 5144 066 066)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 31%

4 careis withheld from people because they are gay, or equal access to jusice is 11415118 040 040)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 30%

tojustice is denied to people because they are gay, or public spaces are out of 11545131 053 053)11-cleantxt nag/08 0000 30%

5 areseparate and distinct; but, in fact, they are one and the same. Now, of 8453918 044 044)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 23%

7 Theyareall ages, all races, allfaiths; they are doctors and teachers, farmers 12575610 056 056)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 33%

2 rights are not conferred by govemment; they are the birthright of all people. It 2171317 076 076)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 8%

9 lives were once narrowed by injustice, they are now able to live more freely and 456 2220 055 055)11-cleantxt nag/08 0000 13%
10 know it, or whether we acknowledge if, they are our family, our friends, and our 12785631 077 077)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 34%
l ways, they are an invisible minority. They are arrested, beaten, terrorized, 54526 2 044 044)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 15%
12 Well, these notions are simply not true. They are also unlikely to disappear if 189687 2 095 095)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 50%
12 parts of the world today. In many ways, they are an invisible minority. They are 54025 5 039 039)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 15%
1 calls for violence toward gays, or when they are forced to flee their nations and 1108 50 40 007 007)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 29%
15 s treated as lesser or the other, whether they are women, racial, or religious 14616516 060 060)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 38%
16 human rights respected, no matter who they are or whom they love. 36) There is 3.568 68 27 067 067)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 93%
17 andforced to suppress or deny who they are to protect themselves from harm. 60228 23 001 001)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 16%
18 and belong to every society in the world. They are all ages, all races, all faiths; they 124956 2 048 048)11-cleantxt nag/08 0000 33%
18 the racial desegregation of our military. They argued that it would undermine unit 212802 2 027 027)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 56%
A sireets where people live, the schools they attend, the factories, farms, and 29283833 027 027)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 76%
21 gay people can't or don't commit crimes. They can and they do, just like straight 282834 2 027 027)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 74%
2 consequences for their actions, and so they carry on. But when we do act, we 25452237 044 0 44)11-cleantit nag/08 00:00 67%
2 This fund will help them record facts so they can target their advocacy, leam how 33025710 001 001)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 87%
E And so the delegates went to work. They discussed, they wrote, they 161 8 2 060 060)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 5%
2 ordon't commit crimes. They can and they do, just like straight people. And 283134 5 030 030)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 74%
% oftheir sexual orientation, or because they do not conform to cuttural norms 10294822 028 028)11-cleantxt nag/08 00:00 27%
21 do, just like straight people. And when they do, they should be held accountable, 283935 4 038 038)11-cleantxt nag/08 0000 74% "

oncordinee | collocates plot patterns  clusters timeline filenames  sourcetat notes

37 entries Row 29 0% T8 93%

13



01/11/2017

The pronoun they refers to: DELEGATES

® They discussed, they wrote, they revisited... they incorporated suggestions and
revisions (par. 2)

® They also weren’t thinking about how it applied to indigenous people or
children... (par. 9)

The pronoun they refers to: LGBT people

® They are an invisible minority. They are arrested, beaten, terrorized... They are
denied opportunities... forced to suppress or deny who they are... (par. 6)

® because they do not conform... when they are forced... because they are gay...
(par. 11)

® they are all ages... they are doctors... they are our family... (par. 12)

® they can and they do... (commit crimes) and when they do they should be held
accountable... (par. 28)

® the treatment they receive every day... the schools they attend... and offices
where they work... (par. 29)

The pronoun they refers to: ABUSERS

® ... that sends the message to those deniers and abusers that they won’t suffer
any consequences for their actions, and so they carry on (par. 26)

The pronoun they refers to: MARGINALIZED GROUPS

® members of these groups... they share a common humanity... (par. 9)

® whether they are women, racial, or religious minorities... (par. 14)

56
MGiordano-Hillary Clinton's Political Rhetoric

2N PERSON PLURAL PRONOUN YOU

® Some paragraphs in the speech are intended as an invitation and exhortation
to support respect for human rights. Hillary R. Clinton directly addresses
three categories of people, the leader of the countries “where people are
jailed, beaten, or executed for being gay” (par. 28), the people of all nations
and then the LGBT men and women worldwide.

The pronoun you refers to: LEADERS OF COUNTRIES

® To the leaders of those countries where people are jailed, beaten, or
executed for being gay, | ask you to consider this: leadership means... (par.
28)

The pronoun you refers to: PEOPLE OF ALL NATIONS

@ the actions you take, the ideals that you advocate, can determine whether
human rights flourish where you are (par. 29)

The pronoun you refers to: LGBT PEOPLE

® Wherever you live and whatever the circumstances of your life, whether you
are connected... please know that you are not alone... People around the
globe are working hard to support you... And you have an ally in the United
States of America and you have millions of friends among the American
people. (par. 30)
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REPETITION AND REDUNDANCY

® Repetition is one of the most common strategies in political discourse
since it draws listeners’ or readers’ attention towards certain
structures, topics and concepts that the speaker wants to raise
awareness of and clarify.

@ Repetition is an effective means of aiding memorization and enables
the speaker to capture the audience’s attention, plead for their
support and elicit their political participation and active response.

® One of the ways to achieve this is the use of lists, in particular the
three-part list or tricolon, which serves as a ‘claptrap’ (Atkinson 1984,
cited by Charteris-Black 2005:5), prompting applause and approval
from the audience.

@ In his work The Linguistics of Political Argument, Partington states that
“(t)wo occurrences of a phrase structure are sufficient to set up an
expectation that there will be a third. The slight change renders the
third item emphatic (and probably, more than incidentally, highlights
the speaker’s own rhetorical skill)” (2003: 215).
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THREE-PART LISTS

@In his work The Linguistics of Political

Argument, Partington states that

“(t)wo occurrences of a phrase structure
are sufficient to set up an expectation that
there will be a third. The slight change
renders the third item emphatic (and
probably, more than incidentally, highlights
the speaker’s own rhetorical skill)” (2003:
215).
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THREE-PART LISTS

O]

O]

High impact that the three-part structure acquires in spoken
and written-to-be-spoken texts

By stressing and reiterating key concepts and ideas in groups
of three, tricolons have the effect of embellishing even
superficial linguistic structures through the use of rhyme
and alliteration that provide rhythm and thus aid
memorization.

Phonetic features and sonic effects very often contribute to
delivering the message both effectively and agreeably;
statements presented in groups of three are inclined to
make speakers’ arguments particularly appealing and
attractive.

“although oratory appears to consist of one lengthy ‘turn’

from only one speaker, it relies for its success on its ability
to interact with the audience” (Bax 2011:178).
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Identify the various types of lists and their pragmatic use in the speech in
question.

Lists of NOUNS

® Governments, organizations, individuals (par. 2)

@ not only laws, but hearts and minds (par. 5)

@ that commitment, that reality and progress for all people (par. 6)
® with respect, understanding and humility (par. 8)

Lists of VERBS

@ They revisited, revised, rewrote (par. 2)

@ have been repealed, have been abolished, has been secured (par. 4)
@ people fought and organized and campaigned (par. 5)
ADJECTIVES and ADJECTIVE-NOUN combinations

@ in the political, economic and social lives (par. 5)

@ all ages, all races, all faiths (par. 12)

@ they are our family, our friends, and our neighbors (par. 12)

@ for our people, our nations, and future generations (par. 37)
SYNTACTIC PARALLELISMS

@ they discussed, they wrote, they revisited (par. 2)

® What we look like, where we come from, who we are (par. 11)
THREE-PHRASE LISTS

@ the full measure of liberty, the full experience of dignity, the full benefits

of humanity (par. 4)

MGiordano-Hillary Clinton's Political Rhetoric

BINOMIALS

honor and pleasure (par. 1)

Rights and freedoms (par. 2)

humanity and dignity (par. 2)
suggestions and revisions (par. 2)

a simple, powerful idea (par. 3)
equality and dignity (par.7)

violence and harassment (par. 7)
bullying and exclusion (par. 7)

difficult and important issues (par. 8)
their families and communities (par. 16)
fears and concerns (par. 18)

freedom of expression and freedom of belief (par. 19)
tolerance and respect (par. 23)

denials and abuses (par. 26)

deniers and abusers (par. 26)

isolated and vulnerable (par. 30)
injustices and dangers (par. 30)

brave and dedicated (par. 34)

dialogues and debates (par. 34)
personal and professional relationships (par. 34)
intolerance and inequality (par. 36)

great hope and confidence (par. 36)
MGiordano-Hillary Clinton's Political Rhetoric
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OTHER RHETORICAL DEVICES

CONTRASTIVE PAIRS

O]

public squares and private spaces (par. 5)

LONGER LISTS

O]
®
O]

®

they are arrested, beaten, terrorized, even executed (par. 6)
racial, religious, tribal or ethnic minority (par. 10)

they are doctors and teachers, farmers and bankers, soldiers and athletes (par.
12)

the rights of women, indigenous peoples, racial minorities, children, people
with disabilities, immigrants, workers, and on and on (par. 36)

ANAPHORA and EPIPHORA

®
@
®

it is a violation of human rights (par. 11)
because they are gay... because they are gay... because they are gay (par. 11)

Leadership, by definition, means being out in front of your people... It means
standing up for the dignity of all your citizens... It also means ensuring that all
citizens are treated as equals... (par. 28)
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LGBT AND POLITICAL METAPHORS

O]

O]

O]

Aims:

to uphold Secretary of State’s personal vision and the
American government’s position on the issue

to win as much support as possible

to take advantage of emotional appeal, to gain the audience’s
attention and motivate them

metaphors enable people to gain a better understanding of
political ideologies or social values, which may be
complicated, hard to be accepted and shared

metaphors from several semantic fields: science and

medicine, religion, sport, war, journeys, catastrophes, good
and evil, old and new.
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METAPHORS IN POLITICS

® Metaphors used in politics belong to different semantic fields: science
and medicine, religion, sport, war, journeys, catastrophes, good and evil,
old and new.

® De Landtsheer (2009:59-78) distinguishes between lower power
metaphors, such as those belonging to the semantic fields of everyday
life, family, space, path, nature and animals, and higher power
metaphors, such as those evoking disaster, violence, war, sport, drama,
disease and death.

@ De Landtsheer asserts that lower power metaphors tend to be favoured
by speakers opting to focus on political and ideological content, whereas
the higher power metaphors are preferred by speakers seeking to achieve
a hard-hitting, persuasive style.

® No matter what semantic field is involved, metaphors serve to transmit
ideology by appealing to our emotions: metaphors are thus seen as “an
important means of conceptualizing political issues and in constructing
world views” (Charteris-Black 2004:47-48).
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THE METAPHOR OF SILENCE

® Voice vs silence: inclusion vs exclusion

@ Silence: absence of voice and sound, non-
participation, lack of importance and lack of
power

@ Exclusion  from dominant cultural and
disciplinary traditions

@ Silencing:  censorship, discrimination and
marginalization

@ Voice: speech, social inclusion, strength and
resolution to defend one’s own rights

MGiordano-Hillary Clinton's Political Rhetoric
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THE JOURNEY METAPHOR

@ A trail that politicians go along together with
their people

@ People: invited to participate actively, to
contribute to the development of the country,
to the success of a certain policy, or to the
achievement of justice, equality and progress

@ Political activity = a journey

@ Personal achievements or successes, personal
struggles or efforts: a “we’ve done this
together” achievement, a collective effort to
get through tough periods and attain success
and progress

MGiordano-Hillary Clinton's Political Rhetoric

JOURNEY & PATH

Concordance
. 8o there’s a lot to do. It's an exciting jowrney, and if you decide to take it,
Asia are at the beginning of your own journey. I know that there are still many
I've mentioned have only started their jowrney toward democracy within the last
tried to be coversd up. So we know the journeythat is necessary to move from
and it was the beginning of an epic journeythat has taken us together and
about . You've begun your own personal journey. And in some cases, you've had
right for you as you continue your own journey of leadership and service . Thank

Concordance
that’s great news. But we shill have a long way to go. We know that when
honest with ourselves — there is still 2 long way to travel . According to the

my tenure. 1 recognize that there iz 2 long way to go for our country and our
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have made great propress. but there is a long way to go. Women are still the

dangerous conditions . She has come a long way , and we stand in solidarity with

somewhere . and we are all on the same jowrnev, and the sacrifices made by so
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JOURNEY & PATH (2)

0 women have to lead the way
0 there is a lot ahead of us
0 how far this country has come

0 the pioneers who began charting the path that we
ourselves walk today

a willingness to make this march together with us
0 we will take those steps together
0 we will keep moving toward a destination

awomen and men around the world are stepping
forward

0 consolidate our gains and to keep momentum
moving forward

70

THE BARRIER METAPHOR

® Journeys may be stopped or delayed by impediments,
obstacles or complications that hinder advancement and
progress

® To reach the common destination, the difficulties and
burdens must be borne/carried together

® There must be solidarity and unity; hardships are to be
expected going through adversities collectively, to
achieve goals and objectives

@ Solidarity, union, participation and progress: frequently

used in American political discourse along with the ideas
of nation, government, party, community, and family
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WAR AND FIGHTING METAPHORS

® War and fighting involve physical contest

® Politics: confrontational, antagonistic and aggressive

® Fields and battlefields, weapons, strategies and front

lines, winners and losers, enemies, opponents and allies

® Politics: a defensive struggle for social values (change,

justice, freedom and equal rights) for which both personal
sacrifice and collective efforts are fundamental

@ Violent practices against marginalized groups,

1)

2)

prejudices, misconceptions and stereotypes are enemies
that hinder/obstacle progress worldwide
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TAS KS (SPEECH ANALYSIS)

Find the fundamental idea of human rights in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Find info on the current status of LGBT rights in
the U.S.

Find the 5 fundamental issues related to LGBT
people’s rights.

What are the most common violations of gay
rights?

How can progress be achieved?

What is HC’s message to LGBT people around the
world?

Find examples of metaphors (silence/voice,
journey, barrier, war and fight...)
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KEYS

74
MGiordano-Hillary Clinton's Political Rhetoric

1) FIND THE FUNDAMENTAL IDEA OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN
THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

@ Par. 3: It proclaims a simple, powerful idea:
All human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights. And with the declaration,
it was made clear that rights are not
conferred by government; they are the
birthright of all people. It does not matter
what country we live in, who our leaders are,
or even who we are. Because we are human,
we therefore have rights. And because we
have rights, governments are bound to
protect them.
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2) FIND INFO ON THE STATUS OF LGBT
RIGHTS IN THE U.S.

@Par. 7: | speak about this subject knowing

that my own country's record on human
rights for gay people is far from perfect.
Until 2003, it was still a crime in parts of our
country. Many LGBT Americans have
endured violence and harassment in their
own lives, and for some, including many
young people, bullying and exclusion are
daily experiences. So we, like all nations,
have more work to do to protect human
rights at home.
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3) WHAT ARE THE 5 FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES
RELATED TO LGBT PEOPLE’S RIGHTS?

O]

O]

1stissue, par. 9, 10, 11: some have suggested that gay rights
and human rights are separate and distinct

2" jssue, par. 12, 13, 14: whether homosexuality arises from
a particular part of the world

3rdissue, par. 15, 16, 17: people cite religious or cultural
values as a reason to violate or not to protect the human
rights of LGBT citizens

4th jssue, par. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23: the prejudices
convincing us that homosexuality is a disease and can bring
about crime

5th issue, par. 24, 25, 26, 27: the continued denial of rights
to minorities who, left alone, will never be able to achieve
political and social change
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4) WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON VIOLATIONS
OF GAY RIGHTS?

Par. 11: It is violation of human rights when people are beaten or
killed because of their sexual orientation, or because they do not
conform to cultural norms about how men and women should look
or behave. It _is_a violation of human rights when governments
declare it illegal to be gay, or allow those who harm gay people to
go unpunished. It is a violation of human rights when lesbian or
transgendered women are subjected to so-called corrective rape, or
forcibly subjected to hormone treatments, or when people are
murdered after public calls for violence toward gays, or when they
are forced to flee their nations and seek asylum in other lands to
save their lives. And it is a violation of human rights when life-
saving care is withheld from people because they are gay, or equal
access to justice is denied to people because they are gay, or public
spaces are out of bounds to people because they are gay. No matter
what we look like, where we come from, or who we are, we are all
equally entitled to our human rights and dignity.
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5) HOW CAN PROGRESS BE ACHIEVED?

@Par. 18: progress starts with honest
discussion

@Par. 21: progress comes from changes in
law

@Par. 23: progress comes from being
willing to walk a mile in someone else’s
shoes
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6) WHAT IS HC’S MESSAGE TO LGBT
PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD?

® Par. 30: ... to LGBT men and women worldwide,

let me say this: Wherever you live and whatever
the circumstances of your life, whether you are
connected to a network of support or feel isolated
and vulnerable, please know that you are not
alone. People around the globe are working hard
to support you and to bring an end to the
injustices and dangers you face. That is certainly
true for my country. And you have an ally in the
United States of America and you have millions of

friends among the American people.

@ MGiordano-Hillary Clinton's Political Rhetoric

METAPHOR: SILENCE/VOICE
(INCLUSION/EXCLUSION)

@ They are denied opportunities to work and
learn (...) and forced to suppress or deny who
they are to protect themselves from harm
(par. 6)

@silencing of voices and views that would
strengthen communities (par. 14)

@for as long as LGBT people are kept in
shadows (par. 14)

@ so when any part of humanity is sidelined, the
rest of us cannot sit on the sidelines (par. 25)

80
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METAPHOR: JOURNEY

® Step by step... (par. 4)

@ History teaches us about how we make progress towar
rights for all (par. 18)

® willing to walk a mile in someone else’s shoes (par. 2

@ a step toward what we hope will be the creation of a
special rapporteur (par. 27)

® We know the road ahead will not be easy. A great dea
of work lies before us. (par. 34)

® the march towards equality and justice has continued
(par. 36)

@ No matter how long the road ahead we will travel it
successfully together (par. 36)
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METAPHOR: BARRIERS AND OBSTACLES

@ barriers that once prevented people from
enjoying the full measure of liberty (par. 4)

@ individuals whose lives were once narrowed by
injustices (par. 5)

@ obstacles standing in the way of protecting
(par. 8)

@ Every time a barrier to progress has fallen, it
has taken a cooperative effort from those on
both sides of the barrier (par. 25)
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METAPHOR: CONFLICT
(FIGHT/WAR/COMPETITION)

@ People fought and organized and campaigned (par. 5)

@ Even though progress on this front is not easy, we cannot
delay acting (par. 8)

® We came to learn that no practice or tradition trumps the
human rights that belong to all of us (par. 16)

@ In the fight for women’s rights... The fight for racial
equality... Combating Islamophobia or anti-Semitism... And
the same is true with this struggle for equality (par. 25)

@ The story of the United States is the story of a nation that
has repeatedly grappled with intolerance and inequality...
We fought a brutal civil war over slavery. People from
coast to coast joined in campaigns... (par. 36)
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Thank you
for your
attention!

Michela Giordano
mgiordano@unica.it
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