
Scheda 107-Modals (can, must, have to, should)                                                   Michela Giordano 
 

Modals (can, must, have to, should)                                                   
CAN/ 

CAN’T  
to say something is/is not possible 
to say someone has/hasn’t the ability to do something 
 

COULD/ 
COULDN’T 

to say something was/wasn’t possible in the past 
to say someone had/didn’t have the ability in the past 

POSSIBILITÀ 
CAPACITÀ 

NON POSSIBILITÀ 
INCAPACITÀ 

WILL BE 
ABLE TO/ 
WON’T BE 
ABLE TO 

to say something will/won’t be possible in the future 
to say someone will/won’t have the ability in the future 

NECESSITÀ 
OBBLIGO 

SOGGETTIVO, 
PERSONALE 

MUST to say that obligation is imposed by the speaker 
it is a personal obligation, something the speaker 
believes it is necessary 

NECESSITÀ 
OBBLIGO 
IMPOSTO 

DALL’ESTERNO 
NON 

NECESSITÀ 

HAVE TO/ 
DON’T HAVE 

TO 

to say something is/is not necessary  
obligation comes from circumstances or external rules 
something has to be done, whether the speaker likes it 
or not 
 

DARE CONSIGLI/ 
SUGGERIMENTI  

SHOULD/ 
SHOULDN’T 

to say something is/is not a good idea (opinion) 
no obligation here, rather a recommendation from the 
speaker  
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